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HOUSING AUTHORITY — MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION WA AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [12.08 pm]: I rise to advise the house of the 
success of a new modular mobility home in South Hedland. The home garnered two awards for Fleetwood Pty 
Ltd at the recent Master Builders Association of Western Australia awards for regional projects for work done 
for the Housing Authority. At the ceremony in Broome on 3 May, the purpose-built mobility home on Kangaroo 
Crescent, South Hedland, was the winner in the transportable homes open category, and was also judged most 
liveable home. The home was built by Fleetwood as part of 101 homes being constructed by five different 
builders under a number of the Housing Authority’s programs. The other properties under construction include 
77 dwellings for workers’ accommodation, and properties for affordable rental housing and private sale. 
Accessing appropriate affordable housing is a particular concern for the Western Australians living in the 
north west who are outside the resources sector. To ensure the sustainability and vibrancy of our regional 
communities, we need to ensure key workers can afford to live in regional towns. The government has a number 
of initiatives to help key workers secure affordable housing. In striving to provide affordable housing for the 
north west community, the Housing Authority is adopting many innovative solutions. This multi award–winning 
home is a great example of one such innovation, and the possibilities available when using purpose-built 
modular homes for mobility tenants. An architect worked with Fleetwood and the tenant’s occupational therapist 
to design the home as part of the 15-unit contract awarded to the builder. The property will be managed by the 
community housing organisation Foundation Housing Ltd. Some of the key mobility-enhanced features of the 
home include grab rails in the bathrooms and toilets, minimum clear openings and corridor widths, lever-style 
door handles and taps, and light switches located near doorways at appropriate heights. External thresholds were 
made flush to the floor, and paths were positioned for ease of use by a person in a wheelchair. The home also 
boasts a rendered finish, featured brickwork, and a six-star energy efficiency rating, making it a home that the 
tenant, the builder and the Housing Authority can be proud of. 
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